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California Chapter 
 ñHow many of you kids really like to collect rocks?ò   (All hands went 
up) ñAnd how many of you kids really like to dig in the dirt?ò (All hands up 
again).  ñWell one day you could be working as a geologist or a miner!ò  
 With that statement, Betty Peters of the California Chapter of    
WOMEN IN MINING begins her presentation to over 20+ students at a local 
California elementary school.  Itôs exciting to see the faces of young        
students as they contemplate that perhaps one day they could have a      
career doing what they like while getting a pay check working in the mining 
industry.    
 WIM California Chapter Members regularly lead mineral classes at 
schools, speak at conferences, and network with the public.  Teachers     
appreciate having a person from the industry visit their classroom to help 
teach their students the value of minerals and how they are used in various 
products.  Itôs a practical lesson on how minerals impact their daily lives.  
 So, is their a value for the mining companies that have active WIM 
members?  Absolutely!  Their company name is out in the community   
wherever that individual goes.  Most mining companies realize that        
community involvement is vital. As the world thinks global and science  
technology expands beyond todayôs comprehension we need to invest in 
our ñfuture minersò  and hopefully they will apply their knowledge within one 
of our nationôs mining companies.   
  ñThank youò to the mining companies in California who appreciate 
and support those employees who are actively involved in WIM.   
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NOTE FROM THE PRESIDENT ï Jann Higdem 
 

 Spring is right around the corner, and so is our annual meeting. I would like to encour-
age everyone to attend it. For on-line registration and schedule information visit http://
www.womeninmining.org/ . Briefly, on Thursday afternoon, we will learn new educational activi-
ties to take back home for use in our own gatherings. Friday is set aside for tours and ends up 
in  historic Virginia City.  
 Saturday will be the meeting. We will go over each Chapter and Committee's Reports, 
which also need to include their current membership roster. We will also hold elections for the 
2011-2012 National Officers and decide who will chair the various National Committees.  Each 
Chapter's elected National Representatives are eligible to hold an Officer's position. After your 
Chapter elections, Nomination Committee Chair Heather Erickson would love to have your 
nominations for President, Vice President, Treasurer and Secretary. Each Chapter's Senior 
Representative is a member of this committee. She may need your help. I hope to see you all 
there! 
 I hope you are all keeping up with what is going on with the E.P.A.. It is becoming more 
apparent to everyone, including our legislators, that this is a machine spun out of control. Re-
voking permits already issued to coal mining companies, labeling CO2 as a toxin, abusing its 
Superfund (CERCLA/SARA) statutes to justify century long clean ups, charging citizens thou-
sands of dollars to get ñwetlandò permits to build on non-wetland property, considering banning 
lead in ammunition, and more.  
 I was at a public meeting recently that was attended by our Idaho Governor, U.S. Sena-
tors & Representatives, State Senators & Representatives, and a County Commissioner. I 
asked each what their opinions and plans are regarding the E.P.A.. Every single one of them is 
angry with them. They all want the E.P.A.'s over-reaching powers and massive funding to be 
drastically cut. They each said they need everyone behind them to accomplish this though.  
 My plea to each of you is, to take a moment out of a less busy day and send an email to 
all of your senators and representatives, both state and federal stating your position on the 
E.P.A. and what you would like to see them do regarding the E.P.A..Remember, we pay them 
to work on our behalf. If the various conservation societies and Non-Governmental Organiza-
tions are more vocal than we are, who will they listen to?  
 The Legislative Action Committee has a couple of openings. If you are interested in join-
ing us, please contact WIM Vice President Heather Erickson heather.erickson1@comcast.net 
for more details. We would love to have you! The committee's next conference call is Saturday 
April 2, 2011.  
 My term as President is up at the annual meeting, although I will still remain on the Ex-
ecutive Board two more years as a National At-Large Representative. I have really enjoyed the 
position. I would not trade its duties for anything! There were times I thought I might just pull out 
my few remaining hairs. Occasionally it was difficult to balance WIM duties with other ñlifeò du-
ties. Some of my quests were to cut unnecessary spending, increase sustaining membership, 
streamline & standardize processes, increase communication, and get us more politically ac-
tive. I believe progress was made in each of these areas. 
 Feel free to contact me anytime if you have any questions or suggestions. They are al-
ways welcome! 
 
Jann Higdem 
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Presidentôs Report 

 Spring is right around the corner, and so is our annual meeting. I would like to encourage 
everyone to attend it. For on-line registration and schedule information visit                           
http://www.womeninmining.org/ . Briefly, on Thursday afternoon, we will learn new educational 
activities to take back home for use in our own gatherings. Friday is set aside for tours and ends 
up in historic Virginia City.  
 Saturday will be the meeting. We will go over each Chapter and Committee's Reports, 
which also need to include their current membership roster. We will also hold elections for the 
2011-2012 National Officers and decide who will chair the various National Committees.  Each 
Chapter's elected National Representatives are eligible to hold an Officer's position. After your 
Chapter elections, Nomination Committee Chair Heather Erickson would love to have your   
nominations for President, Vice President, Treasurer and Secretary. Each Chapter's Senior  
Representative is a member of this committee. She may need your help. I hope to see you all 
there! 
 I hope you are all keeping up with what is going on with the Environmental Protection 
Agency (EPA).  It is becoming more  apparent to everyone, including our legislators, that this is a 
machine spun out of control. Revoking permits already issued to coal mining companies, labeling 
Carbon Dioxide as a toxin, abusing its Superfund (CERCLA/SARA) statutes to justify century 
long clean ups, charging citizens thousands of dollars to get ñwetlandò permits to build on non-
wetland property, considering banning lead in ammunition, and more.  
 I was at a public meeting recently that was attended by our Idaho Governor, US Senators 
& Representatives, State Senators & Representatives, and a County Commissioner. I asked 
each what their opinions and plans are regarding the EPA. Every single one of them is angry 
with them. They all want the EPAôs over-reaching powers and massive funding to be drastically 
cut. They each said they need everyone behind them to accomplish this though.  
 My plea to each of you is, to take a moment out of a less busy day and send an email to 
all of your senators and representatives, both state and federal stating your position on the EPA 
and what you would like to see them do regarding the EPA. Remember, we pay them to work on 
our behalf. If the various conservation societies and Non-Governmental Organizations are more 
vocal than we are, who will they listen to?  
 The Legislative Action Committee has a couple of openings. If you are interested in join-
ing us, please contact WIM Vice President Heather Erickson heather.erickson1@comcast.net for 
more details. We would love to have you! The committee's next conference call is Saturday   
April 2, 2011.  
 My term as President is up at the annual meeting, although I will still remain on the       
Executive Board two more years as a National At-Large Representative. I have really enjoyed 
the position. I would not trade its duties for anything! There were times I thought I might just pull 
out my few remaining hairs. Occasionally it was difficult to balance WIM duties with other ñlifeò 
duties. Some of my quests were to cut unnecessary spending, increase sustaining membership, 
streamline & standardize processes, increase communication, and get us more politically active. 
I believe progress was made in each of these areas. 
 Feel free to contact me anytime if you have any questions or suggestions. They are      
always welcome!   
    Jann Higdem, jhigdemwim@gmail.com  

http://www.womeninmining.org/
http://www.womeninmining.org/
mailto:heather.erickson1@comcast.net
http://www.womeninmining.org/
mailto:heather.erickson1@comcast.net
mailto:jhigdemwim@gmail.com
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Nevada Chapter 

 

 Nevada Chapter has been concentrating on the upcoming National Convention in Sparks!  
Our planning is all done and we are excited for the event to unfold.  To steal a little from our recent 
press release here are the basics: 
 
 Nevada Chapter Women In Mining is pleased to host the 2011 Women In Mining Annual         
Convention at John Ascuagaôs Nugget in Sparks, Nevada from May 19

th
 through May 21

st
, 2011. 

 
 The convention will begin on Thursday, May 19

th
  with a business meeting of the Women In 

Mining Education Foundation.  Immediately following will be a training session presented by sever-
al of the Foundation Directors to instruct all interested members on our new hands-on activities.  
These activities are used in classrooms, teacher conferences or even at local civic clubs to teach a 
variety of topics important to the mining industry, are aligned with the National Science Education-
al Standards, and are fun as well as informative.  The first day will end with a reception and wel-
come by the Governor of Nevada or his representative. 
 
 Friday, May 20th will be a full field trip day beginning with a tour of an open pit gold mine, a 
visit to a geothermal plant, and will end with dinner and free time in Virginia City to soak up some 
history of the Silver State. 
 
 Saturday, May 21st will be busy with Executive Board meetings, a luncheon with speaker 
Rachel Dolbier of the Keck Museum at UNRôs Mackay School of Mines.  After lunch, the newly 
elected officers of WIM National will assume their offices and plan for the upcoming year.  The 
evening will end with a reception at the Keck Museum to view their Mackay Silver Collection, and 
on to Louisô Basque Corner for an authentic Basque meal.  Entertainment will be provided at the 
dinner. 
 For further information: www.womeninmining.org or Call 1-866-537-9694 Ext 3 
  
The members of our chapter have also been doing a lot of fund raising.  The majority of our       
income has come from the local functions and meetings we tend bar for.  It is a great opportunity 
for all our members to participate and get together.  You can bet that between the drinks we mix 
there is a lot of WIM talk going on.  With several bars in January and a big one coming up in April 
we have been busy. 
  
 We are also winding down our calendar sales for 2011.  There are plenty of calendars still 
available if you wish to purchase one, or a dozen!  Information is available on the National website. 

http://www.womeninmining.org
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Denver Chapter 
 Our winter meetings are always very interesting and informative. In March, we will be 
busy with election of officers and our annual membership drive. 
 At our January meeting, the membership was pleased to welcome Colorado School of 
Mines student Collin Smith who spoke on CSMôs student outreach program to educate the    
public about the importance of minerals to our society and the important contribution that mining 
provides to our country and our society's quality of life. He also gave us an overview of current 
educational programs and minerals education at the CSM. The students in the Outreach       
Program go to schools, speak at public events, and anywhere else they are invited to advocate 
for the mining industry. Having college students speak to grammar, middle- and high-school  
students is a powerful resource for the mining industry. Young college students relate much   
better to this audience that older adults. He also provided some fun anecdotes about his         
upbringing on a Texas ranch and how he is looking forward to beginning his career in the mining 
industry in Nevada after he graduates. 
 In February, the  membership was pleased to welcome CSM student Sarah Jones, the 
current Colorado Chapter WIM Scholarship winner. She spoke on her activities with the CSM 
outreach program and about her course of studies and future plans after she graduates in May. 
Guy Johnson also gave a presentation as our guest speaker and the title of his talk was 
"Colorado Mining Exhibit Foundation Todayò. He discussed how the Foundation plans to change 
its focus from doing exhibits at Earth Day and Taste of Colorado events to permanent exhibits at 
such venues as National Mining Hall of Fame & Museum (in Lead-ville) and Western Museum of 
Mining & Industry (in Colorado Springs), the Colorado Rail Road Museum (in Golden), plus 
Teacher Corner displays at various educational locations. The Foundation has ambitions plans 
to promote the mining and extractive minerals industry with elaborate and informative             
educational exhibits at these locations.  
 At our upcoming meeting in March, Ryan McHale and Patrick Maher of Venture           
Resources, Inc., will be our speakers. They are partners in an operation that reworks mining 
dumps in Virginia Canyon in Gilpin and Clear Creek Counties near the Old Town mine and along 
the Gem-Emerson vein. The operation will mill the waste rock of the old mines in the area. This 
facility is of a modern design and capable of processing both mine dumps and complex, high-
grade gold, silver, lead, zinc, and copper ores. This mill complies with all applicable                 
environmental standards. Construction of the mill is estimated to take 10 to 14 months. They 
have set up a temporary mill (crushing plant, ball mill and shaker table) on 80 acres in Clear 
Creek County. This mill can handle up to 60 tons of rock per day. In addition to producing a  
profit for the owners, it will clean up the old mine dumps and  eliminate a severe source of      
pollution. The program will give us an insight on modern milling methods. They will also describe 
the lengthy permitting process that modern mine operations go through in order to begin         
operation. This information  was taken from Venture Resources Brochure. For additional         
information about the operation go to this article from the February 10 issue of the Weekly    
Register Call at http://www.gilpincountynews.com/2011/02/10/venture-resources-mining-and-
milling-project/#more-1902 
 As always, we are grateful to our guest speakers that help us keep up with what is going 
on in the mining industry and for the past two months, our focus has been on people and        
organizations that provide outreach to the public to inform and educate on the importance of the 
extractive minerals industry. 
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Additional Silver Valley Cleanup Could Take Decades, Cost Billions 
By Serena Carlson 

 
 A proposal by the US Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) to spend an additional 50-90 
years and almost $2 billion to further remediate northern Idahoôs Silver Valley has local residents on 
the defensive.   
 The EPAôs 2002 Record of Decision (ROD) charted Superfund activity for the upper Coeur 
dôAlene Basin, where mining activity has occurred for over 100 years. Officials from EPA state that 
the new proposal amends the earlier decision. 
 EPA states that the human health risks from lead levels in the Silver Valley have been        
addressed, and that additional, expanded cleanup is necessary to address zinc loading and further 
protect wildlife habitat.  The residents of the area, though, slam the agencyôs new ROD amendment 
as too long, too big, too expensive, and unnecessary. 
 ñWe donôt need our community to go through the devastation of being a Superfund site for 30 
or 50 or 90 years,ò said Wallace mayor Dick Vester. ñWe donôt want this thing to go on forever.ò  
Earlier Superfund work focused on removing polluted soils from peopleôs yards, lowering the risk of 
childrenôs lead exposure. EPA officials state that there is no longer any threat to human health due 
to the extensive work already performed by the agency and its subcontractors.   
 The next phase of cleanup activity would shift to water quality in the basin, focusing specifical-
ly on zinc loading.  Zinc is necessary for human healthðit aids the bodyôs ability to synthesize     
proteins, create insulin and formulate blood.  Zinc is also found in numerous common cold          
remedies.   
 Many Silver Valley residents question the need to spend billions of taxpayer dollars on     
eradicating a mineral that is naturally occurring and is actually essential to human health. Others  
believe that US EPA is proposing this massive cleanup plan due to the fact that the agency has 
$480 million from a recent Superfund settlement with ASARCO, a large private firm that mines and 
refines a variety of metals.  The issue for many though, really, is a question about whether any of 
that money needs to be expended. 
 Hundreds of Silver Valley residents attended many public meetings over the course of EPAôs 
public comment period on the proposed ROD, and the vast majority of attendees stood up to voice 
their concerns that EPA is taking over the Silver Valley, taking away good, steady jobs, and sticking 
the state of Idaho with the bill.   
 Some people said the 2,200-page plan needs a longer public comment period than the initial 
45 days that EPA had granted.  The deadline was eventually extended. Elected officials are        
concerned with potential costs to the state of Idaho.  Others continue to wonder if the plan will pose 
hardships for active mines in the Silver Valley. The ROD amendment lists three active tailings ponds 
as future cleanup sites and could potentially hinder future mineral exploration in the Silver Valley. 
Idaho Governor Butch Otter said his office is still digesting the 2,200-page federal document, which 
focuses on improving water quality across 300 square miles of the basin. 
 However, ñI will not support an open-ended bureaucratic process that amounts to a blank 
check for the EPA,ò the governor said in an interview with the Spokesman-Review. 
 EPA officials said they expect mining to continue in the Silver Valley and donôt anticipate that 
the proposal would create new regulations. But many mining companies still have questions about 
how the proposal would affect future mining. 
 Over the past century, the Silver Valley has produced more than 1 billion ounces of silver, 
along with tons of lead, zinc and other minerals.  
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Missouri University of Science and Technology 
  

Well the semester is nearing the end and everyone is frantic but there are many important 
things happening at MST.  

Last week our Mucking team competed in the 33
rd
 International Intercollegiate Mining      

Competition in Reno, Nevada.  The two menôs team placed third and sixth and our womenôs team 
took first place. Many of the team members are good friends of mine and believe me they all eat 
sleep and drink mucking. They practice so much that the mine site is always riddled with remnants 
from practice: concrete blocks riddled with holes from hand steel, exposed rock formations riddles 
with holes from jack leg, and fluffed piles of rock from actual mucking. I would like to extend my   
congratulations to all of our teams. 

The Experimental mine has been busy this year, with mucking practice, mine rescue practice, 
and the normal student scrambling around for class.  In addition to this the mine has been preparing 
for a new mine building. Blasting began early last semester to make room for the new 100 by 50 foot 
building and the great thing is that all the blasting has been completed by student from planning, 
drilling, loading, shooting, and the reporting as well. Just the other day the advanced blast design lab 
completed a trench shot to install drainage for the building.  It has been great experience to work on 
something that will benefit the mining department for many years to come.   


