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Dear Readers: 
 

Greetings from Northern Nevada!  With the current recess in Congress until after the November general elec-
tion, I believe a legislative update is in order at this time.  I wanted to make you all aware of several bills that 
likely will be acted upon once our Federal Legislature reconvenes during what is commonly known as the 

ñlame duckò period until the January 2009 swearing in of the new faces. 

 
There has been a huge yet silent move afoot to bring the NLCS, or National Landscape Conservation System, 
into establishment.  The NLCS was created by DOI Secretary Bruce Babbit in 2000 (under the Clinton Admini-

stration), and has sat quietly for eight years while its legislative supporters waited for an opportunity to pass it 
through Congress and make it permanent.  Two versions surfaced simultaneously last year:  HR 2016 intro-
duced April 24, 2007 authored by Rep. Raul Grijalva ï AZ, and S 1139 introduced April 18, 2007 authored by 

Sen. Jeff Bingaman ï NM. As I interpret the text of both measures, the NLCS will impose a preservationist 
National Park type regulatory overlay over 26,000,000 acres of public lands including all BLM National Monu-
ments, Wild and Scenic Rivers, Wilderness Study Areas and more (Senator Diane Feinstein [D-CA] plans to 

add 6,000,000 acres of the California Desert to the bill taking it up to 32,000,0000 acres).  According to Chuck 
Cushman of the American Land Rights Association, ñit (NLCS) threatens access and use by property owners, 
ranchers, miners, forestry advocates, recreationists and many other Federal land users.ò  While the Senate 

version stalled, the House version actually passed on April 9, 2008 and was referred to the Senate the follow-
ing day where it was placed on the legislative calendar for consideration. 

 
The second issue Iôd like to bring to light is the subject affectionately referred to by ALRA members as the 

Corps of Engineers and EPA Wetlands Land Grab Bill.  Again, two versions were introduced in 2007:  HR 2421 
on May 22, 2007 authored by Representative James Oberstar, 8th District Minnesota, and S 1870 on July 25, 
2007 authored by Senator Russell Feingold of Wisconsin (and co-sponsored by over half the Senate, including 

Senators Barbara Boxer ï CA, John Kerry ï MA, Frank Lautenberg ï NJ, Hillary Rodham Clinton ï NY, 
Charles Schumer ï NY, and Joe Lieberman ï CT). Incidentally, both bills are titled The Clean Water Restora-
tion Act and intend ñto amend the Federal Water Pollution Control Act to clarify the jurisdiction of the United 

States over waters of the United Statesò - and they promise to do just that.  If passed, this bill will expand the 
power of the Clean Water Act of 1972 to include all waters  of the United States and not limit it to naviga-
ble waters as is currently the law under two Supreme Court Decisions .  Under the name "clean water", 

HR 2421/S1870 would give the Corps of Engineers and the Federal Government massive additional regulatory 
powers that supersede that of local and state government. People may be tempted to jump in favor of "clean 
water" not realizing they may be trading away control over their land.  Additionally, it will also affect best use 

industry and recreational practices on all existing Federal lands. 

 
Within the last few weeks, both of these measures, along with an estimated 190 other bills of various subjects, 
are being rolled into one massive bill ï HR 5151 known currently as the Omnibus Federal Lands Bill ï which is 

so new it cannot be located in the Library of Congress link on the web at press time.   It is generally feared in 
the conservative sector that there are so many bills rolled into HR 5151, many Senators and Congressmen will 
not have time or make time to read them thoroughly.  That means our folks in the Legislature could easily allow 

bills to pass that would threaten our mining/forestry/agricultural industries and our personal lifestyles without 
being aware of it.   

 
For full measure of the text of these bills, their committee history, amendments, and congressional record 

dates, please refer to the Library of Congress homepage at www.thomas.loc.gov.  Additionally, a map of the 
proposed NLCA can be found on http://www.landrights.org, complements of the ALRA. 

 

Scotty Norman, President ð WIM National 

 
Our thanks to Chuck Cushman and the American Land Rights Association for their contribution to this article.  
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EDUCATION FOUNDATION REPORT  
4th Quarter 07 and 1st Quarter 08 

By Arloa Woolford  
 

I will be combining the last quarter of 07 and first quarter of 08 into this report. 
 
Last quarter was very busy ï in February I was on a field trip to a new geothermal plant that is in construction about 18 miles out of 
Winnemucca by Nevada Geothermal Power, Inc.   This plant will become part of the power grid in Northern Nevada in 2009 adding 

30 MW with the potential for over 50 MW renewable energy within a couple of years.   
 

March started with CON-AGG in Las Vegas, where I met up with Jackie Dorr, Nelson and Jean Fugate as MII also had a booth.  
This expo had over 145,000 registered attendees, focusing mainly on highway construction, aggregates and asphalt. Booth help 
came from Debbie Selig of the Las Vegas Division of Minerals for one day and Denise Talvitie, Dinah Shumway and Adele Abrams 
and it was very welcomed and gave me a chance to make a few contacts.  I do feel it was just way to big to be worthwhile.  We did 
witness an uncommon sight; all the menôs restrooms had long lines while the womenôs were open.  (See pictures)  

 
Immediately following CON-AGG, I moved to North Las Vegas to start the Nevada Mining Associationôs Teacherôs workshop for 
three days then returned home to help finalize the plans for our Nevada Chapterôs public Mining Law Reform Forum held at the 

Winnemucca Convention Center.   
 
In April I received notice from NSTA that our short course proposals for both Charlotte, NC (Oct 30-Nov1) and Cincinnati, OH 
(Dec 4-8) were accepted.  In fact, the Cincinnati short course on Renewable/Nonrenewable energy sources is one of two that will be 
highlighted for the conference, Jackie has signed up for Cincinnati.  We were also successful in securing a workshop at the Califor-
nia State Science Teacherôs Conference in San Jose, CA, the same time as Charlotte.  Carol Berry and Denise Talvitie will be lead-

ing the CA session.  Now we will need other WIM members to help not only in presenting but also to seek funding for our expenses.  

Volunteers????? 
 
Some of the Directors will be in Columbus, OH in June for the National Minerals Education Coalition Conference hosted by the 
Ohio Aggregate group.  We will preview our new activity ñUnder The Groundò with the help of Bill Durbin of the Nevada Division 
of Minerals.   

 
A successful Annual Meeting was hosted by the California Chapter in Avila Beach, CA and I can finally announce that our new 
website has been launched.  It has been a long and difficult project but I feel that it will be much more useful to all educators.  While 
there will be some tweaking that will be accomplished in the next couple of weeks, we should have about 40+ new activities to add 

within a month. 
 
A proposal for the National NSTA con-
ference in New Orleans, LA in March of 
2009 has been submitted and I am still 

waiting to hear about Portland, OR. 
 

 
 

Picture of our 2008-09 officers 

to the right.  From left to right: 

Secretary Jacki Dorr; Vice 

President Sally McLeod; Treas-

urer Scotty Norman; and Presi-

dent Arloa Woolford 
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Nevada Mining Association WorkshopðTonopah,  NV 
By Katrina Knodel  
 

I was excited to attend the Nevada Mining Association Earth and Science Teacher Workshop.  Having grown up in southern Min-
nesota, where no mining occurs, I can appreciate the desire to educate students found in the teachers and those involved in the 
workshop organization.  I wish I had been given the exposure to mining that many students in Nevada will receive.  The Women 
in Mining Education Foundation is actively involved in the workshop and I was able to help Arloa Woolford, the current presi-
dent.  This was her last workshop for the Nevada Mining Association, so I had a unique opportunity to learn from her.   

 
It was fun to watch the teachers work through the activities and brainstorm how to adapt them to their classes.  I listened in during 
the mineral and rock identification sessions, watched them simulate leach pads, and helped set up the activities for 6-8th grade 
teachers.  My favorite activity was a simulation of underground mining using a loaf of bread.  The workshops definitely met the 
Women in Mining objective: to institute and promote such educationaléprograms as will foster public awareness of the economic 
and technical interrelationship of mineral production with the national economy and the public good.  While talking to Arloa, the 

teachers, and other workshop leaders I discovered how much I have learned this summer and how much more there is for me to 
learn. 
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CALIFORNIA CHAPTER REPORT  

by Betty Peters 
 
The WOMEN IN MINING National meeting was 

hosted this year by the California Chapter.  Early 
into the planning it was determined that we would 
see if the conference could be held on or near the 
Pacific Ocean, which is always an attraction for 
visitors but not always affordable. After much 
research and negotiations, we selected the Avila 
Lighthouse Suites at Avila Beach for our event.  
Avila Beach is located 100 miles above Santa Bar-

bara in the óCentral Coast óarea. Along with majes-
tic views of the ocean, the surrounding hillsides 
held clusters of oak trees and newly planted vine-
yards. 

 
The afternoon of Thursday, May 15th the Educa-
tion Foundation gathered to kick off Part 1 of the 
planned meetings.  That evening we had the pleas-
ure of dining in the Point San Luis Conference 
Room and hearing from guests, Bob Kober ï Vice 
President of Union Asphalt - the largest supplier of construction-grade aggregates on the Central Coast.  Bob spoke of the 

partnership that they have with California Polytechnic State University to develop very successful reclamation programs 
for areas where they no longer mine.  Dr. V. L. Holland, Department Chair of the Biological Sciences Department, rein-
forced the value of the program and then introduced student, Kate Wilkin.  The media presentation bought to life all of the 
efforts being made by CalPoly students to restore an area to its natural habitat.  Very soon Kate will be graduating and to 
no oneôs surprise, she already has secured a job with a great future.   

 
Fridayôs tour took us out to the Union Asphalt mine near Santa Maria.  Bob Kober provided packets of ñbeforeò pictures 
which showed what it looked like while mining was taking place.  We had the pleasure of now looking out over vast areas 
that had been appropriately replanted with indigenous plants.  Dr. Holland provided that detail and we were all very im-
pressed with their reclamation efforts.  Union Asphalt also has converted some of the property into farming which includes 
vineyards.  They have an association with a winery and we were treated to wine tasting as well as enjoying a delicious 

lunch of ñSanta Maria Barbecue.ò  That menu is a favorite and famous meal of people living along the Central Coast. 
 

That evening we had the pleasure of gathering at the famous Madonna Inn in San Luis Obispo.  The Innôs unique style has 
charmed California visitors for decades and we enjoyed a delightful meal in their ñRound Roomò which was followed by a 
greeting from President, Scotty Norman.  Then Maureen Lennon, the one individual that I credit with re-starting the Cali-
fornia Chapter back in 1995, gave a noteworthy reminder of the value of what is being accomplished by WIM.  She en-
couraged us by stating that we have an important message that needs to be passed on about how minerals are used and that 
óif it isnôt grown it has to be mined!ô 

 
Saturday was a day full of meetings.  The WIM National Board of Directors met to review the past years activities and to 
set the guidelines and necessary dates for the new year.  The Education Foundation and the National Board elected officers 
for the new year.  The new National Board officers are Nevada Member Scotty Norman, President; At-Large Member 
Carol Berry, Vice President; Denver Member Christine Johnston, Treasurer; and MST Member Jessica Austin, Secretary.  

The new Education Foundation officers are Nevada Member Arloa Woolford, President; Nevada Member Sally McLeod, 
Vice President; Denver Member Jackie Dorr, Secretary; and Nevada Member Scotty Norman, Treasurer.  
 

The grand finale of the entire conference was having dinner at the Ole Porte Inn which is located on the far end of the Avila 
Beach fishing pier.  Being on the end of the pier is unique; however, the dining tables are even more noteworthy.  The own-
ers of the restaurant have cut down through the pier, placed a frame around the hole and made tables with glass tops so that 
you can look down through the pier to the water below.  There was even a chance that some sea creature would swim by 
and we could hear the seals ñbarkingò in the distance.    

 
After a delicious seafood meal we all gathered for pictures and the presentation of the Distinguished Service Award by 
Scotty Norman to the selected individual.  This year the award was presented to two individuals; Denise Talvitie and Betty 

(Continued on page 5) 
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Peters.  This award recognizes the outstanding service given by an individual to the efforts and goals of Women in Mining.  The nomina-
tions are kept very confidential and both Denise and I were completely taken by surprise by the nomination.  Interesting enough, I nomi-

nated Denise andé.Denise nominated me!  I am truly honored. 
 

Everyone had a wonderful time. It is interesting to watch the progression of bonding that takes place between attendees.  There are gen-
erally a few new faces and those that have been active for a few years immediately include them and make them welcome. By the time 
people depart true friendships have been made and everyone is encouraged to keep on doing the great job for their Chapter.  I am already 
looking forward to next years gathering.  
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NEVADA CHAPTER REPORT  
 

 

This is our first Chapter report as the Nevada Chapter, and we are all very excited about the change.  The chapter now represents the original 
membership of the Battle Mountain Chapter and the Winne-

mucca Chapter.  The exciting part is the diversity of how each 
group did fundraising and service projects.  The Winnemucca 

Chapter historically did all its fund raising thru corporate spon-
sorships as well as providing beverage service (bars) for local 
functions.  Since most of our customers are local mines, this 

gave the Winnemucca Chapter great exposure to the mining 
companies.  The holiday bar season was hectic as usual and did 

not let up until April.  We were very fortunate to have the local 
Wells Fargo bank employees adopt our Chapter as their non-

profit group and they came out in force to help with our many 

large bars. 

 
The Battle Mountain Chapter did its fundraising thru the sale of 

calendars and cook books, as well as corporate sponsors.  You 
have all probably seen the professionally designed and printed 

calendars featuring women employed at Nevada Mines for sale 
in the quarterly.  We have been discussing how to integrate the 

bars, calendars and cook books into a fund raising program that 
will allow all our members across the state to contribute to the 

fundraising effort. 

 
We managed to have formal meetings in November, January, 

February, March and April in Winnemucca, Battle Mountain and Austin.  A lot of business was covered during these meetings including the addi-
tion of funds to both the principal and spending account of the Dan Harper Memorial Scholarship, new officers elected and committee chairs 

appointed.  The merging of the two Nevada Chapters has given us renewed enthusiasm as well as many new ideas. 

 
 At our meeting held in Austin, Nevada one of the main topics was the election of officers.  Officers elected were:  President, Stephen Tibbals; 

Vice-President, Scotty Norman; Secretary, America Gillespie; Treasurer, Arloa Woolford.  Arloa was also elected to fill out the term of National 

Representative for Susan Yadon who has moved to Arizona.  
 

 

 

We presented a public forum in late March on 
òMining Law Reformó and especially how it could 

affect the rural areas of the State.  We were able 
to obtain a varied and knowledgeable panel that 

included:  Matthew Tuma, Regional Representa-
tive for Senator Harry Reid, Assemblyman Pete 

Goicoechea, District 35 Nevada, Mark Amodei, 
President Nevada Mining Association, Dr. John 

Dobra, Economic Professor, UNR, Dan 
Randolph, Great Basin Resource Watch, Dave 
Pulliam, Habitat Chief, Nevada Department of 

Wildlife and David Gaskin, Chief of Mining and 
Reclamation, Nevada Department of Environ-

mental Protection.   
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At the National Meeting, Scotty Norman was elected to her second term as National President of WIM while Arloa was elected to remain 

as President of WIM Education Foundation. 

 
We look forward to the 2008-09 with a field trip or two this summer and future programs of interest to our area. 

VVolume 29,  Issue 7   The National Quarterly  
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Trish Robertson ,   member of the Nevada Chapter, competed in the 30th International Intercollegiate Mining Competition in 

April 2008 in Rolla, MO., as part of a òUMR Alumni Teamó.  This team placed 2nd in the Alumni Division.  This competition is 
hosted annually and is dedicated to the memory of the miners lost in the Sunshine Mine Disaster.  Pictured above from right:  

�0�L�V�V�R�X�U�L���6�	�7���K�R�V�W�H�G���W�K�H�������W�K���,�Q�W�H�U�Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O���,�Q�W�H�U�F�R�O�O�H�J�L�D�W�H���0�L�Q�L�Q�J���&�R�P�S�H�W�L�W�L�R�Q���L�Q���$�S�U�L�O�������������������7�Z�R���Z�R�P�H�Q�·�V���W�H�D�P�V����
�W�K�U�H�H���P�H�Q�·�V���W�H�D�P�V���D�Q�G���R�Q�H���F�R-ed competed against teams from other US mining schools, plus Australia and England.  
The photo shows all the Missouri S&T members displaying their trophies �³ and many of these smiling faces belong to 

members of the MS&T WIM Chapter.  


